Exhibition in Brazil
As Meninas do Quarto 28
Late Echo from Brazil
The story of Erika Stránsky
Little was known about some of the girls who lived in Room 28 and did not survive
the Holocaust. That is how it was with Erika Stransky, who lived in Room 28 for
one and a half years until, on May 1944, she was deported to Auschwitz. Some of
the survivors remember her as a fine girl with a quite nature. Some entries in the
diary of Helga Pollak illuminate a girl who, many years ago, was very dear to her.
A series of paintings made in the art lessons with Friedl Dicker-Brandeis testify to
Erika’s artistic talents. As we know today she was a descendant of the Czech painter
Alexander Brandeis.
On 26 April 2012 an Email to the authoress of the book The Girls of Room 28 brought
a little light into the darkness around this girl. Hello, I write to you because my grandmother was the younger sister of a girl who lived in Room 28, Erika Stránsky. My
grandmother Monika hid during the war and came to Brazil when it ended and here
we are until today. I am Adriana, and I live in Brazil, São Paulo.
The message from Adriana, daughter of Karen Zolko, was the beginning of a friendship which led to a new exhibition in the Portuguese language in Brazil: As Meninas
do Quarto 28. The exhibition opened on 22 Mai 2014 in São Paulo, Mube Museum –
exactly 84 years after the birthday of Erika Stransky (1930–1944). It was Karen Zolko
who has initiated it, and has realized it together with her friend and partner Dodi
Chansky. The opening was spectacular. Until today this exceptional exhibition enjoys
great success and media interest in Brazil. Further exhibitions followed in Brasilia
(Museu Nacional), Porto Alegre (Museu da Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do
Sul – Porto Alegre), Rio de Janeiro (Museu Histórico Nacional) and in Recife, Galeria
Janete Costa.

From the diary of Helga Pollak
Thursday, 28 October 1943
Yesterday evening I spoke with Erika
in confidence. I think that we could
get on really well. She gave me a little
wooden heart. We see the world in much
the same way. Erika doesn’t have a best
friend here, and neither do I. But we are
both friends with Rita.

Top: Adriana with her grandparents Monika and Gregorio
and her mother Karen Zolko.
Above: Erika with her younger
sister Monika, her father Georg
Stransky and his wife Valerie.
Left: Spindlermühle/ Špindlerův
Mlýn. Erika with her father
and Valerie, her grandfather
Sigmund Stransky and his
daughter-in-law Marian.
Around 1937
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Karen Zolko
Remembering Erika
In 1974 my parents – Gregorio Zolko and Monika née Stransky –, my sister Sandra
and I went to Czechoslovakia to visit the country where my mother was born. On
our tour through the Jewish Museum in Prague we saw an exhibition of drawings
of children made during the Second World War in the Theresienstadt concentration
camp. It was a big surprise when my mother recognized the signature of her sister
Erika in one of the drawings.

Karen Zolko, May 2014

Until then we knew very little about what happened to Erika after she was deported
to the Theresienstadt Ghetto in 1942. Over the years, we tried time and again to
search for information about the fate of Erika, but without success. Czechoslovakia
was u
 nder Communist regime and information was hardly available.
I had always felt a strong desire to find answers to an open chapter of our family
history. In 2012, encouraged by a friend, I decided once again to look for traces from
Erika. Czechoslovakia had became the Czech Republic and the internet offered the
chance for searching information all over the places. I found the website of the Jewish
Museum in Prague and wrote to its director. I asked him for a copy of the drawing of
Erika which we saw years ago, in 1974. My idea was to surprise my mother with it.
Three days later I got a response from him. "We do not only have one drawing of
Erika, but thirty drawings of her.” He attached 30 drawings and a few more contacts
of people who might be able to help with more information about Erika.
Adriana, my eldest daughter, immediatly started a search in the internet and dis
covered that a book was written about girls who lived in the Theresienstadt G
 hetto:
The Girls of Room 28 by Hannelore Brenner. Adriana found out that Erika was
mentioned in the book and that she lived in Room 28 during her almost two years’
stay in Th
 eresienstadt. We got the book, and Adriana found the email of Hannelore
and wrote to her.
And so it all started. We exchanged informations and got to know each other via
mails and telephone. And I decided that the book and exhibition had to come to
Brazil, as a way to honor Erika and to come closer to a story that continued to live on
with so many questions and pains in our hearts.
In January 2012, thanks to the initiative of Hannelore, we were invited from the
German Government to Germany – my mother and father and me. We took part in
the openings of the exhibition in Berlin and in the European Commission in Brussels.
I told my dear childhood friend, Dodi Chansky about all what had happened, and
invited her to work on this project with me. We started to work together. It took us
some time. But finally all just fell into place.
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The book got translated by Renate Muller and published by Leya in April 2014. In
May 2014 the exhibition opened in the Mube Museum in São Paulo. The success
was beyond anything all of us could ever imagine. The exhibition became a touring
exhibition.
The dream to tell the stories of these girls to the young and to future generations in
Brazil has become true. The story of As Meninas do Quarto 28 has already made a
difference in the lives of many students in Brazil. Numerous people live in vulnerable
situations. From the experience of these girls, from the authentic documents, from
the testimonies of the survivors, they learn the importance of education, friendship,
civic values and respect for differences – differences of culture, nations, indivuals.
As Meninas do Quarto 28 is a tool for a better world and future.

The painting of Erika which the
Zolko family saw in the Jewish
Museum in Prague. Signature
of the painting: Erika Stransky
L 410, Room 28
Paintings from Erika Stransky
created in the art lessons with
Friedl Dicker-Brandeis in
Terezin/Theresienstadt
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Exhibition As Meninas do Quarto 28
in Brazil

Artistic and project director: Karen Zolko
Managing and marketing director: Dodi Chansky
Curators: Karen Zolko, Dodi Chansky, Roberta Alexandr Sundfeld
Art Director & Designers: Luca Schiller, Thomaz Abramo Assumpcăo e Caio Caly
Project assistant, coordination: Gisele Ottoboni
Translator: Renate Müller
Editor: Peté Rissatti
Texts and documents: © Hannelore Brenner

Photo© Gisele Ottoboni
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